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condition, due to the interruption to currents of air, to swift changes of temperature, and, in the case of the Alps, to snow and ice. Added to this peril was the impossible nature of the country for landing. In the event of the breakdown of the motor, entailing a glide to the ground, it would have been almost a miracle if the most skilful pilot succeeded in avoiding dangerous rocks and forests.
Chavez ascended on Friday, September 23, at 1.30 p.m. He was seen at various points en route, and a railway train was stopped on the Italian side in order that the passengers might see the aviator pass. No one knows what Chavez experienced in that memorable flight. From snatches of conversation permitted to him while lying wounded in hospital, it was gathered that over the Simplon Pass he encountered high winds. The aeroplane swerved from side to side, and several times narrowly escaped being dashed to pieces against great rocks. On arrival at the Domodossola valley, Chavez perceived the signals and made preparations to descend at San Diamanti. He was unable to explain the cause of the accident, which, accordingly, is derived from the accounts of eye-witnesses.
On the Italian side of the Alps the aeroplane came into view soon after two o'clock. When over Domodossola it was seen to be descending, and apparently it came straight towards the landing-place, just south of the town. It is believed that the aviator misjudged the distance from the ground, for instead of coming to a nearly horizontal position for landing, his machine struck the ground head foremost at an angle of about 30 degrees, and toppled forward and collapsed. He lay for some days in hospital, and it was hoped that he would recover, but he died on September 27. It is said that on recovering consciousness in hospital he exclaimed : " Heaven he thanked ! Oh, ye Alps, ye are conquered ! "
There are two theories of the accident.   One is that the